THE GREAT TUDORS
light upon the character of Burbage, though more " lime-
light/3 if I may use the anachronism, upon that of his friend
Kemp. It was, as I have said, " a review," performed at
Cambridge by its scholars, at Christmas time, and just
before the death of Queen Elizabeth. Mr. Oliphant
Smeaton maintains, and I am sure rightly, that it was the
work of different pens. As a whole, though its allusions
cannot help being interesting, it is a pretty poor affair,
certainly no better than the average " Footlights " reviews
of these days, which indeed do not follow its faults that
"smell too much of that writer Ovid and that writer
Metamorphosis and talk too much of Proserpine and
Jupiter.55
But the scene in which Kemp and Burbage make their
appearance is good, and I should not be the least surprised
to learn in Elysium that Kemp himself had lent a friendly
hand and written it, on one of his visits to Cambridge. If
he did he was wise enough to give himself the best part. I
suspect it was well acted, for it is likely that Cambridge
undergraduates, with a taste for the Playhouse, then as now,
studied pretty accurately the characteristics of their favourite
players. At any rate the dramatised visit of Kemp and
Burbage to the students has an authentic ring about it. It is
much as a visit to Cambridge of Irving and Toole might
have been, Irving allowing his comic friend to shine and
pretending to take himself with modesty and perfect serious-
ness, or it might be as a visit of Henry Ainley and Leslie
Henson at a later day. Throughout it is most interesting to
observe that Kemp, though he does nearly all the talking,
yet suggests an intense admiration and respect for his
" honest Dick," just as Toole had for Irving, and Henson, I
am sure, has for Ainley.
Says Kemp, discussing Ben Jonson, " but our fellow
Shakespeare hatiLgiven him a purge that made him bewray
his credit." To which Burbage answers, " It's a shrewd
fellow indeed ** and then quickly changes the subject. " I
wonder these scholars stay so long, they appointed to be here
presently that we might try them/* Is there a hint here of
Burbage's occasional and fleeting resentment at Shake-
speare's sometimes rather trying insistence upon detail or at
least that upon this occasion he was on holiday, and didn't
want to talk too much about him? It looks to me very
much like it.
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